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>> Housed in a loft
overlooking the main
oor, the out-of-print
section expanded
when the shop
moved to its current
location in 1995.

SIFT THROUGH OUR
PICKS FOR THE TOP
ARCHITECTURE BOOKS
ABOUT CHICAGO AND
BEYOND.
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Chicago’s

Is a

must-visit for architecture buffs by Clay Dillow

Aspiring  architects, practicing
professionals and design fetish-
ists from around the globe flock
to Chicago not just to gawk at the
architecture, but to prowl through
the stacks at Prairie Avenue Book-
shop, dubbed “the best architec-
tural bookshop in the world” by
London’s Financial Times.

Boasting an inventory of more
than 45,000 books, this store ema-
nates the feel of a venerable univer-
sity library, complete with dim over-
head lighting (to stunt the aging of
older volumes) and the fragrance
of ancient leather and paper. Deep,
densely stacked shelves are filled
with out-of-print, hard-to-find and
cutting-edge books, while hushed
voices softly punctuate the near
constant rustling of pages about
the single-room shop.

Dominated by a mammoth an-
tique conference table flanked by
gothic-looking high-backed chairs,
the room is accented with a Japa-
nese print cabinet designed by
Frank Lloyd Wright, several chairs
by famed Austrian Josef Hoffmann
and German-American Ludwig
Mies van der Rohe, as well as other
seats, stools, tables and cabinets
designed by or commissioned for

legends of modern design.

Founded in 1974, the store was
the accidental outgrowth of Mari-
lyn and Wilbert R. Hasbrouck’s
original business ventures, an ar-
chitecture and design journal and
a publishing company that reprints
architecture books.

Wilbert, a prominent architect
and historic preservationist in and
around Chicago, is perhaps best
known for the restoration of the
Grosse Point Lighthouse in Evan-
ston. He also designed the inte-
rior of the bookstore, though the
shelves’ lighting—crafted so that
customers’ shadows are never cast
upon the shelves they're brows-
ing—is a touch he credits to Mari-
lyn. The vertical shelf supports are
narrowly spaced, creating an inti-
mate feel in the wide-open room.

The Wright pieces, Wilbert
says, belong to him and his wife.
The rest are negotiable, making
Prairie Avenue Bookshop less of
a standard store and more like a
gallery from which you can take a
piece of history home. [

Prairie Avenue Bookshop:
418 S. Wabash Ave.,
800-474-2724; pabook.com

Clay Dillow

Fancy yourself...

A HISTORY BUFF

The Chicago Architectural Club

By Wilbert R. Hashrouck

Founded 14 years after the Great
Chicago Fire in 1871, the Chicago
Architectural Club offered a place
where practitioners of the profession
could network, share visions and
shape the modern incarnation of
Chicago. This book includes a
delightful wealth of club members’
photographs and drawings.

A TOUR-SEEKER

Chicago’s Famous Buildings

By Franz Schulze & Kevin Harrington
This popular volume covers decades
of Chicagos structural legacy and

has been recently updated to include
projects such as Frank Gehry’s Music
Pavilion in Grant Park and Daniel
Burnham? restored Reliance Building.
Hasbrouck recommends this book—
and its many maps—for a self-guided
tour of Chicago’s iconic structures.

AN ARMCHAIR
ENTHUSIAST

Chicago Architecture and Design

By Jay Pridmore, George A. Larson &
Hedrich Blessing

With 300 photos splashed across the
pages, this updated volume sates both
hunger for information and lust for
something pretty. Check out the new
chapter on the developing Chicago
skyline over the past 20 years.

THE GROSSE POINT LIGHTHOUSE HAS THE LARGEST ACTIVE FRESNAL LENS, A TRADITIONAL LIGHT SOURCE, ON THE GREAT LAKES.



