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How Chicago ranks against
the country's four other
Iargest ciiles in everything
from auto thefts to golf
courses,.Fortune 500
companies to sunny days

Nottoomanyyears
ago, ar elp€rienced linguist could listen to a local
nss broadcast ad guss by the announcer's accent

where the show oiginated. ThatS probably unlikely
today. The retentles mobility ofAnericans aid the
boonins mds medi4 mong other things, have

rcued ll6y of fie rcsional dbcinctions a.ross
the countqa WiththatiDmin4weihoughtitwould, -

b€ interesting to see how the Mtion's fve bittet
citie, New Yorl, tns Angeles, Chi€go, Hosion,
and Philadelphia compmd a(]Is a rarlge of
hsine$, social, ed cdtual qiegories. MGt of the
data we're used here refer to the cities themselvesl
in sone insteces (which we're indi@t€d), we've

looked at the largd metrcpolita de6.
For the most part, m ld the nubeN Dd facis

speak lor thflselres )ou can decide wlat condu-
sions to dnw This isDt m exercise in lrying to deter-
mine ih€ iestbig ciiy-a tutile endea\or, given rhe
r?gdies oftaie-or io bolster our hometoM.
Bsides, ereryone toNs which city can claim
a 2oo5 World Sdis chdpion.
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HowWeGornpare

From population to pub rc transportat on io po I ca eanings here
are the rLrd rnentary {acts that define the b g [1 S tretropo iJrr ;]reas

ITESPITE VAST DIFFERENCES in the sizes and lo€tions ofthe countryi
five biggest cities, the prcfiles of their popllatiols resemble onc dother nr

nany ways. Medid age is in the edly 3os; household size is about ihe sdnej

€ddcational atuinment is simild StiI, the nubeN snggest sonle distin.tiDm.
P}nadelphia h6 the la8Est percentage ofAfiim Amerim resideDts; Hols
t n h6 fte fewst people or€r 65. D4pite the vamted trafrc $dls jn t-os An

deq rsidents there spend les time getting to work thm people in Chi€8o.
"Thse numbers tel us about the sheer size md iDiud@ of a

city, 6 wel as the scope of diversiry $ithin a city,' sals
Kiljoong Kin, resea.rch directq ofthe Egm Urbd c€nter at
DePad Univsily. Tltat we canl see in the data is the qMli-
iy of dirersity dd the lflel of intemchon betq€en ditrdot
peopte within a ciry. Thads what makes culture so importart]

Medi Ase of Population (ye6)
34.2 . 364
342 34.6

. ... 3r.6. ..... ...32.4
31.5.....33.7

.......... ..30.9.......31.6
,, Nitianal ,nedi.n aEe 35 3

Av@se HoEehold Sia (numbe, ol pe&nr)
... ........ ...2.83... ....2.94

?6J 242
... .... .....2.67 ........2.73

.............2.59 26r
.. 248 .....2.58

lhgh.School GradtDte or Better (% ol pop! ation)
)23 74.)

.... .........71.8........81.0

.... ..... ...... 71.2 . .....422
. 104... . J5.9

.... ... ...17.1 .... ....123

$u'ac Un[:sdhcNis! old..l] ljatrc xr ft'n dr eooo
U-s. (r{'s. R:lrlira\ r't br.ih i Dr.lb 

' 
rDkn$ nN diltlr
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, CttY Lt METRO rt O'e /€,r€.254.400 peaple

nnrynf A'ii *ryqnmt+$TintqtqtflT+tnnqtt$u+'itr,nn'i' fls;::3'.iii..
y+ryef *nttnfllrint$r r:r i +'[i, rfliitq1ttl'rttrytryn+ itsry'4 i'II;';"81i,'3."

I CTY1517550

""** f4tsffii'STt$lielU'lrit'u,'l' 
-'r'i11' ;'\llrFrF 'ry'lTt'\l' fl]-'d"?".,9::,*

Philaddphia

(percentas€ or popurar voie)

I':ERRY
14.3
69.8
51.O

81.0

Mear Tlavel Tire to Wdk (ninutes)

352
!990-2000

HOUSTON .... .. 151
NEWYoRK '',, '',,, '' 93
LosANcELEs... 60
cHcaco......... 4.0
PHUDELPtsA .... 4.3

Weekalay Population

246
NEWYoRK.. .... .....70
FtsLADELPHA .... ...5 9
cHcAGo............49
LosANcELEs.... .....3.5

Ilocehol.l e,6 ol homes)
Phiadephla ..33.8
Chicago ....... ...32.6
NewYork.........31.9
Houston. .... ....29 6
LosAn8eles. .... ..28.5

ananE U.S. .itEs: W.shtng

.. ..38 9
315

Populatim pd Bque
mile(numberorpeope

LOSANCELES ... .. Z06a
.5,309

3.913
HousroN .. ...2.951
PHLADELPNA ..2,861

Area(squaremiles cry)
tsousToN... .... ..5793
LOSaNGELES .... ...469.1

. .. ..303.3
LtlCAlaO .... .. 2271
PHILADELPHLA.., ...,1351

Population @d 65 (%)
Phladepha .. .... .13 6
NewYork.... .... 117
chcago. .... ... .10.3
Los Ange es ... ....9.7
Houslon... ... .... 8 4
tt HtEhe.l pet.Fnt.Ee anang
U S citds Cle.rx.tet. Fton

..81.3
18.2-

NEWYORK
LOSANGELES

HOUSTON
PH LADELPN]A

BUSH
23.9
26.4
48.3
19.O

(percenlase or popu ation)

nY26.6-
*" ssX
crryzzofffi

.- u:l
ctrY 1o.o K
cm rcs r- -li:{ffiF
FRo 446

Chicago

crY35.3I
*" l: E

",*253-

.- ra F]'F.F6

PNlarlelphia

H SFAN]C

wHI!
cn432-

"- asF

123-
r2.5 . '

*:"1!9

t> Beuuse etue ndal cateEaties canove ap, the fqurcs
nay atld up to nbft than 100oh



HowWeCompare

Chicago is ihe coldest and grayest of the brg U S cities, and Houston
the rainiest, whrle heavenly L.A. is warm, sunny-and stil smoggy

WHEN lT COMES TO COMPARING climat6, it's hdd to make a case for
Chicaso. "We hare d appreciation for nice weather that's lost on Calfomi-
ars," say, WGNrTvs chidneterclogist, Tom Skilling. Nie try, Tom.

chica€o rarls d the old6r ofAmdi@! bigg6t cities, avoaging about fire
deglg older dnualy thm New York dd Phnadetphia Chiogo tempeE-
ius hii freezing on r92 days, dd they drop below five degr6 Falrenheit 20
da)s mually, on arenge. In NNYort! only 79 dals fal]
below freezin8, dd New Yorkers feel a fivedesree cbi ,
only about once per $inter "Ne\r Yorkds hare never

seen C'ld like we've got in Chicagoi'sa)6 Skiling.
Chicago a.lso erperieDces dary nore sno*y days

than New York and Philadelphi4 though, ar sl.illing
points out, the Est Cost snowstorms de B?ically
more sryere. lt rains slightly less here. By conbas! Ins
Angeles sem almost perf€d-cool oced bre€A, sunshine pretically yea-
mud, more thm half the days lmmer thar 70, yet only five per yed above

90. StiI, Skiling reports that rhough ozone polution in the l.os Angeles re
gion is imp@int, ihe dea remaiff, along with Houston, one ofthe worst in
the .ation (noi ihat Chicato is aI that nuch beiter).

Ah, Houston. In addition to the high levels of sno& fot, od ai. ponu-
tion-dd ihe most nin mong the five ciiis-that Tq6 tom @ltenils with
96 dals oftenpdatures above 90. Chic.\qo averases about U

HousroN .... ..... 64.8
LosANcELEs.. .......62.5

PHLADELPHA''',,'',547
cHcAGo...... .... .49 3

Recdd High5 atd

LOSANGELES .. .110. 16
NousroN .. ....109 . .7
NEwYoR(.......106.. 15

PFTLADELPFTA .. 104.. -7

Corrfort trds Grternoon

LOSANGELES............'t3
cNrcAGo .., .... ... 33
NEWYoRK''',,'''',,''',31
PHLADELPHIA .... ....31
HousroN .... ..... .... 8

AEEEe Amuatwlnd

NEWYoRK, ''',, '',, 12'2
cH cAGo, ''', ' ' ',, '10'3
PHLADELPHA''',''',,9'5
HoLrsroN.. .... ..... .76
LoSANCELES...........75

Slrmy Days pd Y€a
1oSANGE1ES..........258

Awage Temp€latuB
("F. January data relle.i the
arerase lw temperaturer July
data Ellect the aremge h gh)

LOSANCELES... 4A....83
HousroN........41....93
NEWYoRK.......24. ..46
PHILADELPH A. . . . 23 . . . . 85
cH cAco. ..... ..15 ....83

sun s ult6v olet rays, wher€

LoSANGELES.. ........6.2
HolsroN ..... .... ...6.1
NEWYoRK .... ........38
PH]LADELPNIA '',,, '' ,,3'8
cNrcAGo .... .....36

days unhea thy for sensit re
eroups / day5 unhealttty lor

2005)
LOSANGELES...,,...3Al3

..... 29 / 6
FHLADELFHA......2AlO
cH CAGO . . . . . . . . . . . .20 / 2
NEWYoRK ...... .17l2
,t Recent t*drch sDggests
that ChlmEa s notaiaDs kke

an paltutbn hthe city. 
.

Using dala p@vided by the
LJ.S. ENircnmenial Protection
Aeency, Rezd{ s DtC*t aled

meto areas acrcs the coun

NousToN ... ......39
LoSANGELES ' ,,, '' 38
+ILADELPHTA.. .......22
cHrcAco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
NEWYoRK....... ......2
t, Ac@rding to the study, the
quatly afthe wat{ in the cit
of Chicaga is dellent, but
paar wate. quality in auUyine

PNILADELPNA,,''',,,'205
NoUSToN ''',,'''', ' 203
cH cAco '','''','''', r97
NATIONALAVERAGE,.-..213

HousroN..... 469.. .0.1
PHILADELPHIA..467...23.0
NEwYORK... ..434...26.0
cHcAco... ..35.6. .39.0
LOSANGELES 146. .01

s.n,r.s: ,r!.nnc Nrii.ml Llbont *! r.Jdr unntNfty chi€3o,
Nriionil Clinatic Dau arntlr r&2dcr'! Dt3lsl snerlinss Bd PlzB
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rrme
\rJurders are down, but the murder rafe

remair s irgh ^ Cl^ .ago sTi,r tne crine capital
a.rorp rl^e largesL U.S. c tres -*

CHTCAGO rS SAFER than itt been in a long time-or€rall Gime h6
dmpped for ten yes srraight ard by nedly a thid in that time. Bui ihe ciry
stil h6 ihe dubious honor ofbeiry ihe eine capiijt ofthe &€ bigtsr cities.

In 2004, mude6 here hit a 38-ytu lorn yer Chioso's murder nte (the
number ofhomicids pei loo,ooo people) is nore than doubte ihat of New
York dd supsses lrs Arteles dd Housion. Orly philadelphiat .ate tops
ChioAo's. "ffyou look ar the big pidue, L.A- dd New york re doing beteri
sats Anhur Lurigio, a proa{ar of oin'nal jNtice dd psycholog at t4ola
Unirersity Chicago. "We re h-ying ro @tch up, bur w have a long My to go.'

W6ley Skotm, a eituinologisr at Northnesien Univesiu sars reducing
violot dime in Chi€p hasnt been eaqf, mainty b@use Chiasot smAs are
so nm yenfoched. Althoush donestic ad orho kindd ofkininss ha!€ dF
clined praciicaly e!€rlyhere, gdA violence is a tougher nur ro cracl,,, sa)s
Skoge. "And Chicago hd always been blesed dth bis, ioqqh, nasw onst'

Progress, howe!€r, hd bd encourasins: the qlmber of nurdss herc
drcpped by nore thm 25 percdt from 2oo3 ro 2oo4-a,,sea chdgd,for ey
big ciq,, sals Lurigio. As 2oo5lrcud dorq, horeve! the mudd mte seemed
to have level€d of Fmm Jaruay through Novdber 2oo4, rhere were 418
mudm in Chicagoj through the list u months of 2005, th@ were 415.

Per capita. Chicaso is second only to Housron in prcperry crimes dd ro
Ios Aryeles in assaull Phnadelphia tops out in rcbbdie, arld HoNton in
burgleies. In genqal, dine in Philly dd Holsron hd not declined d dra
maticaly d it h6 hft, says Skotd.

So the dine nem ist so bad for Chi@go. "I thiDk owral] it,s a faidy sfe
citr, given its sizel'Luisio sa]s.

NEW YoRK . . . . . . . . . . . 570
LOS ANGELES . . . . . . . . . 5l8
cH ccco.. ....... ....4-44
PNILADELPHIA . . . . , , . . 33O
HOUSTON............272

LosANGELES...... 29,973
cHrc{co....,.....22.799
rousroN.......... 21,563
NEWYoRK........,21,072
PHLADELFHA......12,587

roq000 pop! ation, 2004)
HousroN . , . . . . . . . 1,3267
cHrc{Go....,......8474
PHILADELPHIA. . . , . . . 709.9
LosANcELES,......599.9
NEWYoRK... ......322.2

cHrcAco..........10,s09
Los ANGELES , , . . . . . a,459
P$LADELPN|A......5.044
HousroN.........,.3.021
NEWYoRK . . . . . . . . . . . N/A

NEwYoRr(.........24,232
cHrcAGo . . . . . . . . . . 16.042
NousroN........,. 14,784
PNILADELPHA.......4,784
LOSANCELES , .,. N/A

NEWYORK..........,.€,48
NOUSTON......... .....575
cH c{co ....... ... 452
PHILADELPHA........423
LOSANGELES, ......... N/A

NEWYoRX.,.......36,400
cHrc4co..........13,500
LosANGELES.,,....9,220
PHILAOELPHA,.....6,600
HousroN..........4720

100.000 populaiiof 2004)
PHtLADEtPHta..... _.. 22.2
cHrcqco. . . . : . . . . . . . 15.5
LosANGELEs.........134
HOUSTON . . . . . . . . . . . 13,3
NEWYORK. . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

1oo.000 popuration, 2004)
PHILADELPHIA,....,. 6€74
cH cAco ..,..... . . . 552.0
HousroN ........ .494.3
LoSANGELES. ......3670
NEWYoRK . . . . . . . . . 300.9

sonre: FBI U.ifomr Cimc R.n 
'rr 

Illinois Dcpdnht of
c.,'rdions,le p.li.e dcpttucnb, Ndvyork Srtate Division
ofP olc N/A = no dsrq (dlle ro (MnmG h bllyinsdab)
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Hor,vWeGompare

gtr_g_my
greatest percentage of homeowners, Houston has the

least expensive homes and the pr ciest propedy
taxes, and Ch cago rules as the natlon's

bankruptcy caprtal

THE NEw YoRK METRoPoLITAN AREA has ihe world! 16rh largst e@n-

ony-rouglly ihe size ofAustralia's. Ls Angels (lgth) ranks just below the Unit-
edKinsdon chiq€o (23rd)fa sjustbehind s{eden.In all, thefive bigsgtAmer-
i@ cities @ntribut 15 pareDi ofthe iotal $N domestic prlduct ol the United
states. lA1l ebig" larg€, mtN e@nomi6thatm doiDgfailywel ritlrtn@Jsals
Sten Cochde, m economisi at Moodys E@nomtrcom, a reseach @mpany.

NervYolk's e@nomy is fteled maiily by ihe banHDs, secuities. a.d linrncial
seNices industries. Bnsinessd @nprisinS ssera.l najor prcfssional seNices,
nmely advdtising dd law, also Lick in. tos Angels miglt be fanous for HoIy
wood, but the cids econony is ihivd more by shippts and irtemational iinai
cia.l seNices- constncnon, ddeNq md frcspee indstries also ma.ke up a big
chunk ofthe city's economy. Chicago hs the most divds eonomy ofthe bi$est
cities, na}jng it less rclatile thd the others. Ofthe big cities, Houston is the dos
est to being a one indrstrt' toM: enagy, mainly oil dd natual gd. The city is

e!?eded to get a substetial eonomic boost soon when Wal-Mart opens its
laryesi U.s. warelrcusing md distribuiion enter ther€. Phi|ldelphia is aphma-
cfltical ad bioiech l]@ufa.tuing otel Health seNi€s dd medical Hearch
de big, md @nstruction dd rea.l estate de alsD vigDrcus there.

NN York is by fd the most e{pensire ofthe biggest cities, th iks mostlyto
whopping housing costs, which in Manhattan a.re about 134 percent higher thd
in Chicago. Bert sperling, president ofsperling's Best Plales. says people pay a
premium to lire in Ns York becaure "ii's ihe ceDter ofthe unircrse atlest to
the people who lire therd Among the bi&fst cities, the housing bdgains de in
Houston, where pri6 @me in about 57 percent cheaper thd in chica€o.

Ueili Howho!.lh@m.
.... .. $41509.. .. $44.a24

LoSANGELES.. .....40,682 45.954
40,656 ..... ..54627

.............31483.. .... 46.252
.30,631. .. 51 980

M€did Hom€ Pdce (3d quarter 2005)
. . . . . . . . . . . $553.200

'',,'',,,''' ,' 461100
... ..... .... ....274104

230 600
145100

IldreoMershlp Rate (%)
.53.1...........68.9

.... ... ...42.3..... ....56.2
.... .... . . . . . 41.3 . . . . . . . ..66.5

.36r.. ..... ....50.6
NEWYORK .. 2Al .... ...45.7

HorcPrie Appeiation
(% incrcase,2nd quarte.2OO4to 2nd qualrer 2005)

.15.57..... ....15.57
.....rsar..........14.62

cH cAGo .. ..... ..... ..... .....11.80 .... .....10.56
LOSANCELES.. ....... ........10.20.. . .25.55

. 434 . . . . . . . . . 434
NAToNALAVERAGE...-..................13.62

S.n'us: Homc pi(s Ndion:'l Alwition c.fR.albn;
Jl dsq s|rilinsi Rd aris (eoo5)



cHrcAGo..... .. .45,749
NEWYORK ... ...40 203
LOSANCELES ... 33,796
HousroN.......200a7
PNIUDELPHIA ... 17104

HousroN.... $2630
PH LADELFH A ...,25 40
cHrcAco .... ...20.70
NEWYoRK ... ..19.50
LoSANGELES . .... 10.60

. 10.5
.18

LoSANGELES '', '',60
... ...3.0
.. ....0 0

NATONALAVERACE....4.6

73
30

LOSANCELES 22

Nunb€t of I',lcDdald's

NEWYORK........... 187
cNrcAGo...... ..... 129
FousroN .. . ....121
LoSANGELES',''',,,'40
PHILADELPI]IA''',''''', 51

NEWYoRK.........$55a.6
LosANGELES... ...4015
cHcAGo. . . . . . . . . . 321.6
HousroN.... .... 226.7
PHILADELPHA.. ....153.T
,rEcanmielly, Las AnEe

Nuhber or StarbElG

NEWYoR(''', ''',, ' 106
HousroN .. .... 100

PH LADELPH|A .. .... 7

PHLADELPNA . ... .16

NEwYoR( .. ....$256.06
LoSANGELES ... ..185 44
cH cAco . .129.21

98 93
HoUsToN '',, '',, 85 39

(are€ceannua premiumror

$1.960
NEWYORK ... .... 1,640
LOSANCELES . .... 1350
NousroN. .... ....1,270
cH cAco ......1190
NANONALAVEFACE . . A25

NEWToRK.. ......CentralPark(25millonvisitors)
Navv Pier(8.75 n lion)
Universa Siudios Hollywood (5 mil ion)

PH LADELPHA .. Libertv Be teenrer(1.8 mition)
HousroN . .... Space Center(705,000)
tt Aslrawold .n.nusenent patu ne theAstradone,
was Haustan s nast p.putar tau.jst atttactian unttl
it was shLt .toM la.t N.nnhrt

a

Most Valuable SporG Fr chise (2ooa, in milions l

$952 ......$216
NEWYoRKYANkEES.... ..950 . ..264

.......946... ..215
cHrcAGoEEARS... .... ..871.. lq3

510. ... . ...170

srd(\: /.r.h\ (!oor, ri,nur(Alrril 20$), lml rn'rid boa'ns, Nclromtdl\ O,{r (Norennu
2ooi), Nldr\i liononirxrD, .*l/6 & M;ddn11j!}r:ur;r|dn.,r (j2o0.0, SErlnq,s ulsL pt!.s (eoor)

CostofLiving

ryour sa ary in Chicaaowas$50,000or$100.000
h€re s what yo! woLldneedtoearn etsewhere to have

equa buyinspower:

$so,ooo $1oo,ooo
Nr@ANHAITAN)... $81 197
NYQIEENS).... .52,609
LoSANCELES......60,015
HOUSTON . ..... ..33.76a
PHLADELPHA.. ..45 549

Here s how spendinglor some common commodities
and seruices intheotherbiggestc iies dce€ds or

ia ls be ow the costs ior those same ii€ms inCh cago.

@
€

o
sotrtu: ACCH,\ clrtrmil lor Coirnnrnin, Dd E6mtr'ic

NY(MANFATTAN) $162.394
NY@UEENS)......105.219
LOS ANGELES . . , . 120.031
HousroN... ... .62536
PNILADELFHA .... 91,097

Housins
NY(MANHATTAN) +133.66Y0
NY(auEENs).... .. +4.70
LoSANGELES... ....+51.93
NOLTSToN .... ... 56.57
PNILADELPHA ....,. 25.15

Utilitie3
I NYIMANHATIAN) +37,78ak

NY(ouEEN5)... .. +2881
LOSANCELES... .... +8.12
FOUSTON . .... -746

+1q 03

NY(MANHAThN) .+12.079ro
NYQIEENS)...... .+2.79
LosANGELES... .... +604
HOUSTON. .. .... -29.37
PHLADELPHIA ... -0,25

Ttansportation
NY(MANHATTAN) .. +784%
NY(OIEENS).... .+10.98
LosANGELES ... ....+5.90
HOUSToN..... ..... . 4.89
PHLADELPHA...... .-O.74

Health Care
NY (MANHATTA$ ..... +10.640,6
NY(auEFNs) ... . .. 19.33
LOSANGELES , ..,, 1746
HousroN .... .... 20.50

-r475



Education
Though Chicago's public schools have rmproved, they ff*#"*;!ffi:f,,
are not yet in the top tier of U.S. educational systems r,221

902

EACH YEAR SINCE 2OO2, the l,os Angeles-based Brcad Foundation hd
ilistribuied gr million amons fire bir-city school systens that have mde
simdour progrGs in edu@ting students. Houston won in 2002, and New
York Ciiy \16 a finalist in 2005. Chicaao h6 yet to advance that far. "We're

Pdbltc Sdbol Studmt
EntoIn€nt X'12 Glty)

1,100,000
747,AaO

436,000
2r2.AAO

FNILADELPH A 193,OOO

,, Natiana y, the liie hrgrst
sch.al di.trts *e New fdtk
Los Aneels, Chiaea, and
twa in Floida: Miani Dade

23
18

12

7

15

15

9
9
9

J39
733

Ratikins: 4th Gn.te

NEWYoFT(..............#3
NoUSToN,'''''''''''''5

LoSANGELES(te)........7
tt fhe Natbnat Assessnqt
olEdrcati alPbCrcssk
k ow,,s lhe Nat on s R€poL
Cad: n alLrws canpnsffi
bet||een natq ctres q the
satu test Philadetphb daes

Rankins. ath GEd€
M.th klty)
NEWYoRK..............#3
HolsroN................4

LoSaNGELES(ile)........5

Prclesional Sch@lt

160
82
14
19
18

di'L,nBm€rC6 List oI
1,062 Bet ltrgh Sctr@Is

NEWYoRK.............134
LoSANGELES..., ..,. 95
cH oAGO. . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 30
PNILADELPN A ',.''',, ''15
Nol]sToN','''',.''',.''14

l@}jqq foNard to the day when Chicaso is in contention to be a fralisti sals

Dm Katzt, manadns director ofthe Broad Foun-
dation. "Thelrc doins some great work therel'

chi o h6 @ne a lory w€y since n was named
ihe nationt wNl prblic shool s]stdn 15 ]€axs ago.

OveHI slrcol siz Erks in the niddle mons ihe big
cities, dd nore thm a dozen specialized clarter
sch@ts have spnDg up mud ihe city. A hddnrl of
high-ehievement @Iege prep high schools have
opened, tou ofthetop ten high schools inthe state @
in Chicaro, md last ya, almost 50 pqent of ihe civs smde school studsts
were at or abde the stat€ standads in readint "There de some teniffc Chicago

schools;' sls Glem "I4ax" Mcceq superiniendot of Wilneite's District 39.

"But the chaleng€s tcompmd with the sububsl m rry ditreut]
EducatoN say that there is no aood compaEtive ne6ue of all U.s.

meho-area schools. But by one very sp€cific measure Nemwe*n re*ing
ofthe country'stophigh schools the NesYork metrcpolitm dea {]me out
fai alead ofthe other biSgest cities.

Spendins Ds Pup on

$11,900
4300
4,000
7800
6,900

Sorc: (NN/Mo,cJr ?IreN,tbr's Acpolf Catrl (Naiion Ocn&rnn
[due'rion st*istic, eo05); Nsls\@k.oN sdro, Mrr.N (sknda'd &
Poor's, eooa)r U.S. Cms$ Buuui U.s. Ltpafrnrcni ofEduotion
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Looking
Sidewayrs
atChicago
Virginia Madsen compares
the Windy C;Lv and I os ArgeLes
THE CHICAGO"EORN mtBs Virginia MadseD lelt for
Los Algeles more thd 20 yeds aAo, but at a2, she insists
shet stil awindy Ciq gid at heart. Her dad, a reiired Chi@-
go tuefighter,lives here, dd Madsen rctums regula y-
nost re@t]y to show her son. Jack, ihe Chistmd s'indows
ai \.4"r51'al Field .. {nd .np "lrll orpims ol owninB
a brownstone in Old ToM. Nomnrated for aD Osca for her
.ostding lole in Ale\ander Palie's 2OO.! hit srder€J6-
where she wd love-matched with Paul Giamatti (below)-
Madsen wil soon be seen as Hardson Ford! wife in tlrc
thriilcr &rcwa/l and as the Dangerous Wonran in the
Robert Altmd version of,4 Pratie Honle Compalion. She
recently spole to Aldander Ru$o fi om tos Angeles.

:o

3"

:i

Q: So, rdEt eyou-a Sdrh
Sidd,daNonhSi.ier?
a A little bit ofboth. I was
born in Mount Greenwood on
the South Side ofchicago near
Eaergreen Pdl! but then we
tuored to E@ston. I weni to
Noyes tElementay scl]ooll
md rhen we nrored to Win-
netka md I rent to Nerv Trier

Q: Did y@ ew ilo a stinl living

A: Right after high sch@t,
I noved to Old ToM into a
really @ol Deco buildins dd
studied acting for three yff
md worked ds ar underare
cockail waitress at P.S. Chica-
go. It was horible, but jt \6

Q: IIowtE CNcaqo c.IEng.d

A: Itt certainly e!?mded in
t(ms of the slqline, but in

dany r@ys it hsn't really
chang€d. Itt stil a mecca for
architects and artists. . . and
theatE dd music. The big
chdge is that tlHe is a lot bet-
ter eces to g@d food. No$r,

Chica€o @ rea.lly braa about
the rcstaumts-instead of

Q: Ilow @tldyou cmle
chicgo to Ls AngeJB?
A: Well, Chica8o h6 olture.
Therek not d a$'ful lot ofthat
avanabb here. we do have the
Geny tMusernl md tthe Los
Anseles connry Musetrh of
At l. but it's not the An Insti
tute. L.\. is all about hidden
treduresi in ChicaAo it! at

Q: tl@.bout fivorire foods
d.t plae to €r in Chicaqo?

A: I just love Jays potato clrips.
Ths de the best in the Norld.

I also love White Cdile hm-
bulgels, md piza, and Boz
hot dogs. I like a c}ni dog with
cuNnbeN. There's also ftis
little pizeria lRosdge]a's, in
Evergren Pdkl. My son 8o€s
b&k in the lit hd dd theJ

Q: Are tllft thinss yd wGh
th.tChiegohadMe{

A: I wish there wd more wa.m
weather and less lvind. Itt in-
sane that tbe Cbicago weather

colld be considered nomal.
People dont belier€ me thai
they s[ing rcpes bets€en the
blildin8s doMtoM. Blt thatt
why people are so nie in
Chicago they hare a comnon
eneny I feel like cold weather
pople de generally much
nier to one mother, natbe
because they need eacll other

Q: W!r, alo yd thinl Srirld46
sa s poFul{nr cIdEsD?
& Pople ftom Chicago in nry
eperience are great story-
tellers nydadbeingthe
greatest of all tine. SrAemJf
\m a good story about regdd
people, who looked tike res!
lar p@ple. It \6iust a ouple

ofgu),s, going on a binge,
meeting up with a couple of
sa.ls. Everybody can relate to
that. They could shde it with
their best buddy 6 well s
\r'irh their nom and dad.

I don t think there are enough
movies aboDt that. about
res arpeoDle. I
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HowWeCompare

Chicagoans
love their
theatre-and
th-o r bars-
but on the
whole, they'd
rather be
on the golf
cou rse

ar.o4

felver baN thD Ns York dd almost nvie a mdy s Ls Ans€les.

FoR ALL THE SAMENESS ihat Tv md the Intemet have spread over the

tmd, ditrerences remain a! to how people like to spend iheir spare tinc dd their
rcdeational dollds. Despite thc lon8 winter months, cbjcago har the ldgest
nunber of ptrblic golf @u.ses of all ihe major cities. If yogat )our thing, )'ou're
more tikely to 6nd a soulnrate in Nerv York. And fd more people are surfing the

Internet on the coasts thd in chicago.
Mesding the vibrdcy ofthe cultural oltb.ings is ickjd- No ciry can @mpde

with Nes'Yo* for dm@ troups, for e)@ple- Andiew Patncr, ditic-at-luge tbr
WIMI, points out that ChicaEo h6 D eitrenely rtivc iheafe sene, Ieaturing

nedly 2oo ompmies that put oD tso or nore oriSin.l sho$s a yeu. "Chicago,

HogButchertothewo d ad all that, is reily the theah€ ciryi he sals. But Cheryl

Slover Linett, a ChiogD-bded consultant to alls dd"cultual oEanizatiods, d
$res thai for overal qlntig, md qualib', the.es no pla.e that really conpares with
NryYo.k Chicago is prcbably norc on pdwiih L"{;'she says.

Rachel Sbteir, a former New YDrkd who heads tbe dmmatlr5/ ard citicism
pro8lm at DePaul Univesity dgues that-@mpded with New York-Chi@8o
lack some of the less idgible features of a vjb.ot cul
rural cib: She find\ lpwpr lrerar) maE ine.. drrtri.
quarels, dinner panies, md good restaurants open

latc a "necessi8" for cultural life. She also thinks
there's nore conformiry here, citins Chicago's successtul

etrort to have e\€ryone read the sme book elerf yed.
"That didnl so @er s€I in New York; she says.

Perhaps she m find solace on the comer-though
fa smaller in population, chica8o hs only abour 3o0

{:!

re

NEWYoRX .... .28
LOSANGELES.... 4

4
PHILADEL+rn ''',, ''3

...2

NEWYORK.... .... .492
LosANGELLS.......257
cH cAGo... .... ...250
PtsLADELPtsA 224
NoUsToN,, '',, ''',109
s0uac c\._/,v0Ncoot

Numberofll|Ise!rc

NEWYORX 37
1a

ctslcAco, ''', ''', '17
LOSANGELES... .... .16

sd'r!: cNN/.udq coot

CompaNe6 (meto 2oo5)
NEWYORK 425. 2ra

.. . 200

.113
,, Ihese esnnEtes i1c tude
. vaietY at theatte gan'
zattans. including.annet

cannunity the.te ebtPs
sotr'r$, 1..:J thct'r le$rs

..224
. 2ta

cHcAco'',, '''' 95
HousroN.... .... 63

. .60
s rur c\N/irDd coos)

NEWYoRK..... ..... 1
2
3

PH LADELPHA ,, '4
HoUsToN '''',, '''10
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@

NewYork ....2,049
Chicaso .. ....1,74a
LosAngees. 913
HoLstof ........917
Philadelphia .... ...747
suftr:cNN/n,.i(eoot

'):1,65J 1:2,032 1:2J3O 1:3'i792 i.3,9o8
LOSANCELES

Best.Sellinq BookB

rciqned suarene in each af
the bqgest cthes, thete was
sarcv ianeinsat6(f.ffi
Ja.uary th@gh Novenbet

Yau: The Awnet s Manual

Mat.hton Menbeis
NEWYORK... ..saa OOO
LosANCELES...475o00
cHrcAco. . . . , . . . 249 000
PHILADELPNIA,. 194.OOO

FOUSTON .... ..141,OO0
Sotrtu: Mtth.6m (CJd ,oot

NEWYoRK... .......20.0
PHLADELPHA.. .....12.0
cH cAGo '''' ''',,' 70
LOSANCELES........ .6.0
HousroN.... .. .4.5

OErweight Besidents

PNTLADELPHA .... ..23.6
cl]rcAco. ... .......22 5
HousroN ...........21.0
NEwYoRr( . .. ..... ..20.0

16.6

cH cAGo . . . . . . . . . . 262
LosANcELEs........120

113
PHLADELPHA .., ...1O4
HoUsToN ''', ''',,''75
liourrr: rNN/rron.]1eoo5)

. ... 13

il\\

ToP-Rate.l TV Shffi (Jan. to ocl 200s)
Ameri.an t.t.l

..... . . . . . . . . . . . Afreican ldal
..... D$perateHousetuites

' ' ' , ' ' ' ' , ' ' ' , , , ' ' . . . ' ' ' cs/
......... ... Areican ldal

>> Viewing dilletenes ate prcbzbl! nat aestlretc ar
.ultural, ats Ied Hatbeft, president and CEO of E l,let
watus, bot neTures of the relative strcryth. al the local
statians ]n ChrcBEo, the ABC afftiate WLS TV, ||hich c.t
iesN.rsew ves ispzncLla y st@nq. Sorrc NickcnT!

Iop Movie Rentals (oct. 2004 to oct. 2005)
NEwYoR( .......... Fal, Hotel Rwanda, Ca ateral
aosANGELES lhe Aviaior, Hotel R||anda, Ca ateral
cn cAco.. . . .. ... . fhe Aviator, Sidevays. Ray
rausloN . . Ihe Avlator, Collateftl, Millian Dollar Baby
PH tADLttPN A TLE Avialor, Millian Dollar Baby, Callateral

>tCncaeoli5lne mvie ci c Mich.el Phitlips saysthe
papularity afs dewayt herc may suqCst s'npty that Cht
deaans have E@d t.ste and an afflnity for flawed hetues
And see Vnginia Mad h stheory, paA€ 5Z Sonm: NcrFtir

htemet UseF/Tine Spst Or ine psllonth
(metro)

.....r1.0milon. ......23hours
..8.5 miliion.... .22 holrs

CHrC{Go .. .... ..... .4.5 hillion.. .....23holrs
. 39mlli6n 21sh.'trs

HoUSToN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 mi I on 22 5horR
sorr.$: Nierson/Ne ririns(scDtcnnrd2oos)

NEwYoRK. .... Masa......$366
cH cAco .... Alinea..... . $192

pNTLADELpHTA . . . Le Bec-Fir. . . . $120
LosANGELES.....Bastd,c .. .$101

HousroN .. ..Tonys.. ....$64
s.tr'te aorhJ(2oo5)

l1

ffi
HousroN .. .... ...6

rc c tui ti b h. t t ea g u es f e at u r
inq everythng hfr krckbal
ta v. eyba . nake Chi.aqa -

5."-""
22 ",,,,.,,,,

PHTLADELPHA. .... .24.6
cH cAco .. ...... .23.6
HOISTON ..... .. 23.1
NEWYORK ..... ... 22.O
LosANGELES.. .... .204

Panicipate in Yoga (%)
NFwYoR(....... ...10.7
LoSANGELES''',''',,'94
cHlccco''' ''', ' ' ',,9,7
tsousToN.. .... .....9.4
PNTLADELPHTA . . . . . . . . . 9.0

(per per$n, exc us w ortip)

26."^*.""
()Z HousToN

4l "*"""^


