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Why Does
Darwin Still
Matter?

On February 12, 18009, little
Charles was born. Two hundred
years later—and 150 years after
the publication of his landmark
treatise On the Origin of Species—
nine scientists, thinkers, and
leaders talk about how the evo-
lutionary theorist changed our
lives and their work.

Darwin’s contribution

to science, then and now,

has been enormous. If Darwin

returned today and learned about the
DNA similarities between humans and

chimpanzees, the uncanny similarities in
our social behavior, and if he were able to did God accomplish the creation?” Darwin's

study the array of fossil hominids discov-  theory meant to be about the connectedness of
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cal and philosophical argument, and that,
1 think, was much more than Darwin intended.

Many people 150 years ago
saw no real conflict between
Darwin and God. Darwin’s theory

was actually embraced by many in the
church as an answer to the question, “How
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The basic premise
of Heroes was built on the
theory of natural selection. I
started with the idea that our world
is in crisis and that evolution was
adjusting for this by populating our
species with a small group of individuals
who have developed extraordinary traits
that will take them to the next evolu-
tionary rung and enable them to
help “save the world.”
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Darwin was such a great
observer of life. He saw clar-
ity. We put a lot of what we think
is intelligence into picking a mate,
but much of it is based in our genome.
That's why we have kids: We want to
propagate our species. It's built into us. But
it's also interesting to look at how much
we've moved beyond evolution. We have the
ability to survive things we couldn’t before.
Technology is supplanting things that
would have been a concern.
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answer: “It is not the strongest
of the species that survives, nor the
most intelligent that survives. It is the
one that is most adaptable to change.”
To the extent that we, as scientists and
educators, quickly and creatively adapt
to our world's accelerating changes,
we confirm Darwin's assertion.

Darwin has stood the enor-
mous test of time in terms of WARYEANNE TOX
i, i i Chemist and chancellor
lasting impact, not just on biology of UC San Diego
but on economics, psychology,
and certainly business. His arguments
are significant for coping with crises
and in thinking about innovation and com-
petition—about how industries change
over time and what's needed to deal with
that kind of change.
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On the Web: Goto fastcompany.com for extended comments from our panelists and answers from other leaders and thinkers, including biologist Jonathan
King, philosopher Helena Cronin, mathematician Marcus du Sautoy, venture capitalist Jason Green, and Starcom MediaVest CEO Laura Desmond.
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