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Outofthe past
On its60th anniversary,
theJapaneseAmerican
Service Committee
shows its roots.
By Kate Rockwood
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aiii *'it
h6 Lved in i.lzmy, but Iortuy
Japanse Amq,€N it s no nore
inpordt thdFebtualy 19, 1942. On
rhatday Presdent FtuLlin D.
Rcedt$gned Exot've Ordr
90€6, f onbly.elouhng 120,m0

Japan6. imisrants and iheir
Amen.?n.bomchildrm to ntment
camps in ernote paJts of nte.io.stales

"Wewere ina6uqc L\atMS
govenedbylaws md L\e C.Ntitution
andtheEillolRishtsa.dallolthatwd
doied tous," sys KtoYNIMm,
oreof L\evhoppDg30,0m Japan*
Affilm who rcl@ted loChiaeo
followingimprisoment ird Wolld

This littlehomstoryof Lhem$
Japd*Andi@misi'atim to
Chiag. isddisplayatlhejatrUrg
,qselrds€ i€CDnmitt€(4z v
QaltSi) The chicasoa@ mmunitt
@le.kicks of ;ts threnmd e{ibir
' OrisinsorNow: Rebuildns

Combity' 6 Satuday i04pertol
ih60rh mivesry elebration.The
qnibitnoionly rraetheJaF€R
Andi6plight, iials Iillowsiireole
lAli(iplayed in dreChiaso.sttlmnt

Fouded in 1946 as the Chiago
R*ttkE Comitte, theJASC helDed
thN comingftom the anps nnd
jobs, hous.e dd othd sflic6 in
Chicaso. jASCdecutive dndlrjd
fujiu dplains why theexhibnf@ses
on lhe reettlemet "llany p6ple
have hedd about ure intemdtbut
very few udstand the esettioot
and how Lhejapans+Ahriun
enmmity was lomed in Chi€so.
fniiu al$ tells why the nmbe.of
JapaneAnericanswDssolrigh,
whcntheft 'sno "LittleTokyo in
Chimgo. "A lotolpsple dotr t rulia
ihat rhere were imEuctio6 for
Japan* Amdi€sat thai lime not to
onsr€eateinpublic dllucwere
rshictions abourforminga
geoeEphicconduitl, hesays.

To disptaylhislisiory. fie exhibil
onbins video dolmeun6 ol
pe6o@l intemment.amp
*pdiencs and original iteG hom
tneJASC's arhiv6. lhe dt
orsanizadon ChEso Ais
Pafinqships in Edu€tion (CAPE)
broughx.ldds ho had htun in tle
dnDs to sp4]{ with len sodenG

about their expelienc$ visua I art and
so6d installations mde by shrdmts
will lom partol L\e *hibit.

Amy Rasmusen, the assciate
drcctorforCA?E, s_l's thatwhen she
Ms lacilitating the studenfs dtwork,

h6i1ngq which sennally didn tdist
lorLhelonsBtpsiodof iine'

TheJASCstiu e@insahistoric'l
andcomhity mtdft rChidgo
Eidents,otrsineeval'dnngiioB
hal,hse.ines tot?dihonal@king
INE Alongmih dreeinibitioq L\e

JASCopenh(NwilshowNemol
L\*offeinss6mll6 b"n.lson
ddoNlrati6ino.ismi,sa%<(in!
paintir€),i.terro ifl ovdarmnrine)

dtaj dlx.Cdhr%l olmmitysmups
will al$b€lqtured indudinsJap€ne
dNi€ldMe houpe theFujim Rr{of
Chi€go, d@ins groupJAgi
Tsu}as Taikoddwo*shopsby the

The op6 htu* and dhibit aepad
ofa yalongplan tobring Lhe largely
uBpoko storic of intermenrmp
dpdie!6 toa widd audience.

lsonepsphl havesid thishas
nothing to do with third gderation
and laterg€nFations and I tend to
ditrq, sysYoshimuE who.elMted
to Chiogo frod & llt€lrftnt mp in
1945. -This js our heritage and I think
if s isporLrtfor the thi.d gdention,
rub*quenl gen&ations tohed about
wMahaje*3 kl6"

Th?.ot ra6e toh$ tlau Satlnlnl
I t), fron |A.fl h 4tth Th. exlnhind
tutu\ lhl,uchJx a 2. SatlIaeu$.

"Fart of this is
recaptgr!n€my

lgppnege
American cuiiure
and nerrtage."
.*".,.".*.aa".i,-"*"i
JapmeeAmrids dr]f, s World
Wr ( to that of Anb.Aftrids in
rentyeds.'Thestudents de
@meting sith t]1e storyof th.
Japan*'Amdian expsiene in a
very ptrendMy," says Rasnrss.

MjdhaelTdimulaaF'SCb@d
oemLnddoneolthedglnrjAoJall
of L\eopen'hoNa.tiviti6,sr6he
didntlemthlthssradp.mE dd
p@tswde inmed h t]le equmtil
herucltd.ollegr,mdeld ldtlry
Fjrbld tosp€labout tldr*psienc6.
'Forme,'T inuM'€,returi.sto
tjreexnibi!' Fartolinisrsreapturiris
myjapore Aned€n cultueand
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