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Even readeis rlro re

srred Ke i] Braller s

de cousygoth c d.bui

Jos/e ard Jacr. .!jj

hale a rrard t me puslr-

ng tlrrolgh her secofd

nove Lasr seen Leal

mg ll s af forrensve

bur non-conper nq re.d

n Llh ch rhe maf qu€s

DOUN

ton ol suspense is !vh€lhe' lhe srory,L nanscend rhe usua

rormailies oi a myslery lhn er and prumb llre comp ex,lies ol

J.re and Ja.k depcted the sLllocat ng

o .od,"d . b lq.. . dF ."p. _ ..io.

overlowfq Nnh dusly cufos f arafiets rrsl nouel s a siorl

aoolt loo c ose connect ons, Lasr seer lea/rng s a novelaboLt

,bsence. dsapoearances. and €molLona vo,ds creal€d by be'ng

Trre sro,y belrns lvlren rL/tranda dsapo€ars arl€r her Qr s

rota ed 
'n 

an accideni. and she hidies a ride 
'irh a stanqer ro

in inof/mousvrqna ta'rn. irav nq chosen ro eave rrerpr€v ous

'r! 
behnd o. a whrm But the m.n,ho drov€ l!]/:nd.lrom h€r

iE k€eDsreaFpear rO ln€xpecl€d ! And rs
Ih. por rnckens l beccmes troubinq !_ 3ppare.r lrra r€ mar be

hdre s iisrer rhr. nialytholqhr
As hermolh.r Aine roundeG 

'n 
rrersearch to, M ra.da and

lhe natr:lve slv ich-rs beraeen lrre tao women. Ih€ paqes lu,n

s.n iirraid. af ex-DLngeons

and-Dragons pr.y,ng b.dass wrrodabbres in dan9eJo!s beriav'or

ther. !vrro s 'nte€sred 
rn Nevr Aoe

/slcsm.nd mainly pays!-an.g qame Ln m.ny rays. lltan
da s disappearance echoes rhe d sappearance o re.ra re( Nick

frho mysler ous y van sh€d decades aqo,h le lly.! a top.se.rer

m6so. ii cenvalAmenca Both woden reerNrcks absenceas

lhechasnr taal se9arales llremlrom lhe r previous happ n€ss.

lrlrrere Bral,er svuggles s n overemphasilng N ck s:rbs€nce

aslhe convefL€nt der n n9 mala,se ror bolh mollr€r and daughter

rrroqfadlalv dscoinecr tron e..h olhef and r.oh rrrenrseves

Th€ lashtracks {,h dr showlheony lmes lroth,ome. nlea.l.
.re anoiher,,ay lo reriash th€ overarch n9 s€n'ricance of Ncks
dis.ppear.nce ralh€r than revearnq i!rther characrer isqrrr

!'/hen Anne earrs or her husband s dealh on y monenrs belore

rr€r 3 year o d dalghler brnos her a neary dead k tten whose

molher h:s be€n k led alonq the side oflhe road. rv€ can I hep

bll reelman puEled iand not qune successlu y at that)

Absenl rrom lhis nove are lhe very sk rs rhar Braflet has p 
'ed

sore eisofrrrere: slblle symbolsn Cerl maq.ry .ndtheabitt
acv 'J [n a v'vd nuanced world

rast See.leau.O Ls an olrreM's€ iatr re.d made Ln qLay more

d s:..o'ntng ! ven ilre hitih rropes rlh wh ch re approach th s

lae.l!da!lrors5.rhomo.,":rron &teRrrwood
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GETDOWN

{Farar, Straus and G @ux, 203 pages,$21)

Theseven sioiesinth scollection al setin

urban afd suburban parts ot Phladephia

du.ng lhe Beagan era adroit y explore the

so.a and raca dynamics ol black young

aduts on lhe verge of def nil on. Theyte at

a crossroads in ther ives and on a maior

detour lrom famlla vaues. 6ofrmunity

expeclations, and cutura ideoloqies. The

characters stray in many ways: through

napproprale sexual longings, racial jea

n Twelve Takes Thea," ]2-yeaFod

Thea navigales the .ocky soc al pol lics of

lunior high as one ol ony lwo b ack q rs at

hermostly white prep schoo. Tom between

her lear ol and d€sre for assim aling inio

uppe.midde class whte .!Lture, Thea

reJ€c1s and ultihateLy belraysheronlyother

back classmale, Frances, asmad g who

€mbanasses her lor beng so "ghe1to.

'Th s is you,'lhe q n lels Thea, ho ding up

''William is Teling a Sto.y s anolher

p ece that posils lhe til e characteragainst

an uncomforiablo siluaron. wllam sllart
sleeps with a while woman as a way lo fee

closer to his male lover Kely, who 'had

tucked several wh te girs before colege,

and he sa d you cou d get them to do any

thino. n one poignanl moment ailer this

conqlesl, Wilam 'has a quick, sad lan-

tasy oicomparng notes with Kely."

Wiih surplsing and oulrageous

observalons, Asa i Solomon examines

how we make choices aboLt our identity

aqainst llr€ larger

of fahily and communty. G6t Dow, is

a coleclion ol slperbly nuanced psy

chooqica portrails about what il m€ans

to be back, whal l means to be an ind

vidual, and what happens when lhose

two categoies are murualy excusve.

SAB NE

(BrackCat,224 pases. 912)

I you were lookfg fotuard to the esbiaf

vampre pllp exercise this .ove seems lo

be, youd do betlerhead.g backlolhed n

qiest cornerofthe booksloreand p cking out

somelh ng e se. Wih a l€aser like Forbid-

de. schoo g r lovein'50sFranc€,'llhought

couldn I mss. but thls offer n9 from an

anonymous aurhor s pretly boodessiare.
The srory is told n renospect by vioa,

who n 1S53 was a lTyearod Brtish d6b

packed off to a quesl o.ab elin shing schoo

inllre Fren.hcouf trys de V o aand hercom-

palriols passlhe days smoking. azinq aboul,

acring exisrenraly, and allendinq socal

events ar rhe chnbaur The schoomisiress

is Amee. a genleel. aging peRert who sets

her charqes n spcy siluations. lhen bursts

in wth le gfed shock b€fore lhe moment ol

consummation. Enter Sabine, achain smok

ing feminisl brought in to rcp ace the Fre.ch

inslru.lor Cross Slmone d€ Beauvon wrth

James Oean and yolte c ose enough. Vlola

fa ls lor h€r, afd we get a bref. ser ess idyll

before lrre novel chugs on to what all th6

heavy f oreshadowing podends.

Afterhrtin9 tollwirhanarsrocraticyoung

man al yet another party, sab ne takes to her

bed wilh a mysleriols ljngerng ilness a.d

some sloppy hckes and jealols Vola con

ftacts a bad case ol the s elths. Spoiertime:

those seedy .heleaur parties are thrown by

noble, decrepit lamiies ol (gasp!) vampires

vetting the r yolng ofisprinq lormembersh p,

and Vola is next The real myslery s why a

brood ol dusty bioodsuckers apparenrly

ready lod e oiboredoh wolld bother nducl

ng llrer €qLaly d!ll, pampered scons nro

the cub. Maybe the whole thngs a socia

cril que of European nobiily, or an anldote

to the Anne Fice schoo of lufiy sh rted

vamp re sex liction Ull matey. woud have

iked a litile less ,olr and a illle more lfe.
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