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FETICIA SUttIVAN
How many readings of
John Cheever's Bullef Park
does it take to purge WASP

envy? The editor ofSmall
Spiral -Uotebook keeps count.

Byling Ma . Photo byAndreaThonpson

Feti.ia 5uttivan has been hetpinq otlrets telttheir
tales for!eaE. A5 founderand editoroftlre re

cent\ di5co ntin u ed lit j ou ma I Jrall 5ptdl,oie-
bool, +e set u0 a forum for some ofihe mosr

promisingyo!ngerwritetr arornd. Nowthewrit
er editoFbtogqer n erhuminq her o n story in

F.

tlre riveting memojr lbe Jkyls, i yEible FDn raa wlriclr traG, h€r unrooted
upbriDqinq with hersingte nother.

0f atttheoptlons, whatsayounqJewish gntbokinqforastableentrcnment

to do? one an$rer: lrttjvate a cotd case ofWASP enw at an impre$ionabte age.

Namettthe$rtof uppermiddh cla$ purgatorydepi.tedin John Cheevetrrrt
/etPo& lve -ked Suttivan to Gstan eleba.katrhei rftuentiatread.

aullet Parlr is .bout: a spirituatLy ba rttopt suburban famity uhor wortd js

conprised ofcocktails and conrmuting and tre madman $,ho s deiermjned to

I chose this titLe because: it wai an entIde to a new world in 
'ny 

teeis; it
became a wortd I coveted in m! zos, and then it becane a wortd from whj.h

The fi rst tine I read Autlet Parlr I was: l4 yea ts otd.

I've read jt 12 times, atthough I haven t returned to irin year. perhaps I ve

had myfittorrtf'rnedicatins ltAsPs who tive.omfortabtyunconfortabte tivs.
Afre€-associative personatmemoryl have ofthis bookis: ofa birthday paF

tVlaltended in Westrhe+eruith n!then bo\,friend in 2003. t"tyboyfrjend,a
setFtoathing Js!, aas drinkin! the WASP (oot Aid. Scot.h-drjnhng bankers,

Dartmouth nen, mmen don rlrrg pearts, and everyone rattvinq overa qameof
trickdsufrounded ne, jrdginq me. Talk about 8ltterpr*. Butr dressed the
part i r a preppy pinl cashmere!e5tand ptayed the part by pa$ing odtdrunk

and stoned on Valium on the cou.h.

0n tlreiraln baclintotheci]], I keptshoutingthatthis wa5 nottlre lifel
wanted. Thos€ peoptewere something outoffucking Sutt€fPo*," Icaed out,
1o whiclr my boyfrjend arthetime shouted back, "Whatthe hellis BuLLetpatk!

And whatis so wrong wjth tto5e peopt€?"

r'4y favodte part is: the end.Itt Gustic. honest, hitarjo6, disrurbjnq, and
prol!undtysad attatonce. Afath{Nu$ his dep.e$ed son fron a fiE Gn
attempted nurder). You trifk that woutd a.tuatty chanse the fajnity, baig
then ctosertogether, givethem qoddarnn pe^p€.ire, butno. Nothjng chang

e5,I love 8!llet Pdrk because itn lrighteninqty reatisnc - it s po$ibte that
peopte do notchangein therake oftraqedV, tharpeoptervittconrinue to be
nriserabte and.omplacent, tivinq qulet lives ofemohonat paGtysis,

My favorite line is: "Tony went bacl to sclroot on Monday and Nai[es

drussed went off to work and everythjnq wA as wond*fut, wonderful.
wond*rut ithad been.

Afterreadinq 8!4€t Porl<, this bookcaused me to: unEVeL

You shoutd rcad itwhile listening to:.rickeh,
You shouLd r€ad itwhen: you need an anesthenc.

-t l. 
^.^t 

lurrrvrri rh*,r[r rrr*rrr to our' {^' L'r \r.rflox^'r.,

it'
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- (dte Rockwood

What's the big deal?
With LulLr.com, yolr're in charge of getting yo! r book pLrblished


