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MNa woman has ever L i |

warms of females wearing ape masks march to a movie awards  gave John Russell of The
York Times an award |

ceremnny, [olng ters, signs and paper bags [or the crowd, N
g En f E

g Muost Palronizing |

ready to pounce  for
e limos. These  Art Roview" when he |
o conscicnce of the art warld  reviswed Dorothy Dehner's

This &5 not another group of [ans gor

on the celsbrities as they exit their glossy w

arc the Guerrifla Girls, the seff-d

and they are here to protest the lack of nominared fitmale directors at the

" avwards,

The Cuerrilla Guls, established in [983, are “a group of women
arusts, writers, performers, and film makers who fight discoiminadan”
78 to bulletn boards, poster to lelier wrikiog

using cverything from stic

onscicnce of cultore, we declare
1
mous do-gooders like Eobin Hoed, Batman, and the Lone Ranger,"

campaigns. “Dubbing ourseive:

mastly mals tradition of anony-

ourselves feminist counterpares lo o

explamed one Guerrilla Girl
d

£5 00 it5 origins.

Theagh no one is sure of exactly how many women now belong to

In 19835 the Muscum

this masked group, evervone agrne
of Modern Are in New York opened an exfhibidion titled “An

[nternational Survey of Pamting and Sculptirs, an defintive sumumary
1 the warkl” Cutof the 169

I5E5 WwWere v

of “the mast significanl contemporary a

artsts, only 13 wers women All the a tite, gither fom

Europe or the US. To add insult o injury the curator, Kynaston
ow sheuld rethink “his”
wer and race bias, women arbises prolesi-

McShine, sard any t who waso't in th

career, Enraged by the cle;
ed outside the musewm and the Guerrillz Girls was [ormed,

"0 situation as women and artists of color in the art world v

5 80
pathetic, all we could do was make fun of it It felt s good to ridicule
and belittle a syslem that excluded us,” says one Guerriilz Girl about the

humor that runs rampant in their posters and signs, “We send sceret ler

ters o egregious offenders, olten honoring them with bogus awards, We

‘Dravid Smith," referring to

show and calied her "Mrs.

her famous sculptor hus-
band (they thad been

divorced for years). We

send Scason’s Creetd

g5 to
friend and foc. We remind
the latter that “We know
who's been nasghty or
nice.” We wish the former
“Peace on Larth, Goodwill

toward women, "™
While  discrimination
may be easy to concede

cxamining  an  all-male
Board meeting of a Fortune

) company, convincing
people of discruminztion
within the art workl can be !

mare difficult “The world of [igh Art, the kind that gets into museums
and history Books, s sun by a very small group ol penple. Dur posters

=d wver and over again that these people, no matter how smart

hiawe: proe,
or well intentioned, have bocn biased zgainst women and artists of
color. Thus far, and throughout history, the system has been set up 1o

support and promete the work of white male

GUERRILLA GIRLS
DEMAND A RETURN TO
TRADITIONAL VALUES

ON ABORTION.

Before the mid-19th century, abortion in the first few months
of pregnancy was legal. Even the Catholic Church did nof
forbid it until 1869.*

artists," laments another Guerrdla Girl.
1t 1= not just the

erwirking within the art

community that often resembles a bov’s club;
the cormections between dealers, critics and
artisis, Tt is the setting ol the standard of art,
the creation and maintenance of the defini-
linn itsclf. “We create culnwe,” says feminist
Catharine MacKinnon, “T also know that we
have not cnly been excluded fram making
what has been considered art; our artifacts
have been excluded from setiing the standards
by which arl is art.”  Thus females struggle
not only to break into a male-dominated field
but must also limet themselves 1o male-deter-
mined definitions of art if they are to succeed.
“If art is the expression of sxperience and
cveryane admits that gender and race affect
:n that [the
work of women and artists of various races)
coukl be differcnt. We think the art that's

experience, then it stands to rea

‘o M. Sanders, fnaction, iy in @ Rk, 195 |
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the museums and galleries should tell the whale story of
our culture--our real colture, not just the white male
the Guerrilla Girls explain.

Thiz doesn't mean an implementation of quotas in

par

which muscems are foreed to begrudeingly host equal
numbers of men and women; it means a redefintion of
arr icself. "We've never, ever mentioned quotas, W

never attacked an instimirion for not showing 30%
and artists ol color but we have humuliated them for show- TH E RE 's A
ing less than 10%," sald one Guenilla Girl. She pauses

for a moment, smies and continues, “To make vp fior

what's iappening so far in arl history, every show should TRAGEDY ON
he 99% women and artists of colon, bur only for the next

400 }'ca.rs. “Wa're not geing to forget abaout Rembrandt and B RQA QWAY
Michelangelo. We jost want to move them over o make

room for the rest of wsl” . AN D lT

Tr the meantime, the Guernnlla Girds contimuee to dis-

wribute posters and protest awanl ceremnniss; they host ISN T

letter-writing campaigns o nuseums and encourags ath-

ers to do the same. Crowded outside one awands ceremo- ELE CTRA,;

ny, the Guerrilla Girls have been warmly received by the

Oniy B% ol lhe plays and leas
ihan 1% of e musicals on

& wrillen by women.

s ik 1hat's
sacldar than & Grask ragedy.

. There's anfy cne explanation for

next fo revolution. FP what's curranlly playing.

DISCRIA

cronwds who chant along and hold up the signs they've

bren handed, The police are carefisl to keep rhe Guerrilla

the celebrities are confused as

Girls ehind rop

arrive. For the Guerrilla Girls, confusion is the best

Kate Rockwood docsn 't ddentify as a Guerrtlia Girl, 1
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on Working Women

Bush administration slashes women'’s initiatives in Washington

by Kristen Blue Shelby

he Bush administration’s proposed budget imolves an attack  administration's abandonment of a beard that reported to defense

an e only unit in the federal government dedicated ex

sively o the conce
Department of Labor Women's Burezau,  Eslablished by
Congress in 1920, the DO Waomen's Burean plaved an inte-

12 and rights of warking women, the

gral rale in promating the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, and has
continued to address the needs of working women in the fonn of edu
cational campaizgns to teach women abour discrimnation 1s5ues, pay

enuity, health and child care, and other issues that concern working

women. The Women's Bureau also works with local women's advo-
cacy groups to promote fairness in the workplace and high skill and
wage work for women. The Waomen's Burcau was desigaed to “for-
mulate standards and policies which shall promore the welfare of
wage-earning women, improve their working condirions, mcrease their
cfficiency, and advance their opportunities for profitable employ-
tent.” Clearly, the elimination of this burcau demonstrates the direc-

tion of the Bush adminisiration's

aenda with regasd to women 2nd is

an artack on women fghting to achieve equality in the workplace.
Currently, women comprise 46% of the motal American work fores,

a huge cxpansion since the fundation of e Women's Bureau. Yer,

the: Targe number of women in the workforce makes the job of this
burgau even more important, as there are still major issues for working
women that must continue o by addressed, One-third of all working

wornen do nat have paid sick leave and many benefits have declined

over the last pencration, such as health care and retirement benefits, In

addition, the Women's Buzean plays an integral role in making the
welfare-towork transition cffoctive

This 15 not the Grst ime women's arganizatons within the govern-

ment have come inder attack by the Bush administration.  Just last

manth, a grovp of woanen in the milituy expressed discontent at the

leaders about women's issues and pressed for women's full participa-
tien in the militery.  Last January, the Bush administration closed
down the White Hovse Office on
Women's Initiatives and Outeeach,
which acts as a liaison between the
government and wWomen's proups
and worked to advance the Family
and Wedical Leave Act. Karen
Musshaum, the former director of
the Women's Burezi, says, "getting

rid of these oflices s another way the
Bush administration is eutting of
working women from solutons 2
their problems.”

While the propnsed budeet cots do

not climinate the bureaw entirely,
{hew do cose many af the segional The DOL enceurages women in nontrzditional fietds,
offices of the Womer's Bureau, thus pheto couresy of Natlonal Asseciaton of Women Construction

centralizing the organization and rendering it incapable of fostering
local imitiatives,  Melissa Josephs, of the Chicago-based Women
Employed, says, "We sce this a5 a step to climinating the Women's
Bureau completely” Clearly, (hese atracks on women's argantzations
within the government are more than just budget cets; they are calou-

lated atempis by Lhe government o weaken the power of women.

The citthacks on the Woman's Burcan are only an indication of the
greater war at hand, and we mitst slrugaole against such sethacks i the
baltle for gender equalice. FP

Kristen Blue Shelby fives Agaweniaon, fer Ding Chia per



